
POPE, Thomas E. “Tommy” [R]—(Dist.
No. 47, York Co.)—Atty., Elrod Pope Law
Firm; residing at 1622 Pioneer Rd., York;
b. July 24, 1962 in Rock Hill; s. James E.
and Elizabeth Thomas Pope; g. S.C. Crim-
inal Justice Academy, 1983; Univ. of S.C.,
B.S., 1984, J.D., 1987; July 22, 1994 m.Kim-
 berly Greenwood, 4 children, Logan, Jacob,
Pres ton, and Kaylen; Solicitor, 16th Cir-
cuit, 1993–06; Pres., S.C. Solicitors Assn., 2001–03; Chm., S.C.
Com mon Prosecution Coordination, 2006; Silver Compleat
Lawyer Award, 1999; S.C. Bar; House of Delegates, Bd. of
Govs.; Chm., Judicial Qualification Comm.; Order of the Pal-
metto, 2008; Boys & Girls Club of York Co., Chief Volunteer
Officer (CVO), 2009; Winthrop Univ. Bd. of Trustees, 2009–11;
Bus. Advocate Award, S.C. Chamber of Commerce, 2011; Leg-
islator of the Year, Amer. Legion of S.C., 2012; S.C. Super
Lawyers List, 2013; prev. serv. in House 2011–13.

PUTNAM, Joshua [R]—(Dist. No. 10,
Anderson-Greenville-Pickens Cos.)—Land-
scape Supvr., Planter’s Touch; residing at
114 Hapsewee Dr., Piedmont; b. Nov. 10,
1988; s.William and Laura Hyatt Putnam;
g.North Greenville Univ., 2011, B.S.; Eagle
Scout; Victory 2004 volunteer; North Green -
ville Univ. activities: Freshman Class Pres.;
Student Body Pres., 2008; past Pres., North
Greenville Univ. Student Alumni Assn.; past Pres., Coll. Rep.;
mem., Cross Country team; former Chm., S.C. Student Legis.
Ways and Means Com.; former S.C. Student Legis. Speaker
Pro Tempore; mem., Christ Church, Evangelical Presbyterian
Church; prev. serv. in House Aug. 30, 2011–13.

QUINN, Rick [R]—(Dist. No. 69, Lexing-
tonCo.)—Owner/Pres., Mail Market Strat -
egies and campaign consultant; residing at
115 John Preston Dr., Lexington; b. June 22,
1965 in Columbia; s. Richard M. and Ruth
LeJeune Quinn; g.Univ. of S.C., 1994; July 13,
2002 m. Amy McRae Benck, 2 children,
Caroline and Trace; Chap. Chm., S.C. Fed.
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of Co. Reps.; Alumni Dir., ATO Frat.; State Chm., S.C. Fed. of
Co. Reps.; House Majority Leader, 1999–04; mem.: Greater
Cola. Chamber of Commerce; Lake Murray/Irmo Rotary Club;
Chapin Sertoma Club; prev. serv. in House 1989–04, 2011–13.

RIDGEWAY, Robert Lee III [D]—(Dist.
No. 64, Clarendon-Sumter Cos.)—Physi-
cian/Firefighter; residing at 117 N. Brooks
St., Manning; b. Mar. 11, 1958 in Manning;
s. Robert L., Jr. and Nettie Floyd Ridge-
way; g. Univ. of S.C., M.D., 1988; May 23,
1978 m.Deborah Collins, 2 children, Mar-
garet Victoria Ann and Robert Lee IV; Staff,
S.C. State Firefighters Assn., 1976–; Pee Dee

Firefighter’s Assn., 1979–; Clarendon Memorial Hosp., 1992–;
Clarendon Memorial Hosp., Chief of Obstetrics & Gynecol-
ogy, 1992–04; Chief of Staff, Clarendon Memorial Hosp.,
1998–02; USAR, 3270th Army Hosp.; Deacon, Manning First
Baptist Church; prev. serv. in House 2013.

RILEY, R. Shannon [R]—(Dist. No. 13,
Greenwood Co.)—Businessman; residing
in Hodges; g.Erskine Coll., B.A.; prev. serv.
in House 2013.

RIVERS, Samuel, Jr. [R]—(Dist. No. 15,
Berkeley-Charleston Cos.)—Senior Pastor,
The Voice of the Lord Intl. Ministries, Inc.;
residing in Goose Creek; b. Feb. 23;
s. Samuel II and Mary L. Rivers; g. Smith
Christian Univ., Ph.D. in Theology; Sam-
 uel Rivers Intl. Servs. LLC; Motivational
Speaker; VC, Berkeley Co. Rep. Party; prev.
serv. in House 2013.
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ROBINSON-SIMPSON, Leola C. [D]—
(Dist. No. 25, GreenvilleCo.)—Retired Dir.,
Greenville Tech. Coll.; residing at 19 Prince
Ave., Green ville; b. Sept. 28, 1944 in Belton;
d. Clyde and Rosa Lee Coleman Clement;
attended Shaw Univ., 1963; g.York Coll. of
the City Univ. of New York (CUNY), B.A.,
1975; Furman Univ., M.Ed., 1990; Brandeis
Univ., Graduate Certificate in Exec. Pol-
icy & Mgmt., 1993; Leadership Greenville, 1980; July 2006
m.Albert Simpson, Jr., 6 children, Dr. Aminah, Alvera, Basheer,
Hassan, Shakir, and William; Dir., ESAA, Greenville Urban
League, 1976–80; Dir., Chamber of Commerce/Private Indus-
try Council, 1980–88; Comm. Greenville Housing Author ity,
1983–88; School Bd. Trustee, Dist. 25, 1996–12; Appa la chian
Council of Govts., 1996–06; founder, Center for Edu ca tional
Equity (CEE) Success Center, 2000–12; Author, Black Amer-
ica Greenville County, (series) Arcadia Publishing, 2007;
Greenville Co. Humanitarian Award, 1996; NAACP Freedom
Fighter Award, 2003; GCEC Women Making History Award,
2006; Soroptomist Intl. Women of Distinction Award, 2008;
mem., Epsilon Iota Zeta Chap., Zeta Phi Beta Sor., Inc.; prev.
serv. in House 2013.

RUTHERFORD, James Todd [D]—
(Dist. No. 74, RichlandCo.)—Atty.; residing
at 2321 Lincoln St., Columbia; b. Oct. 10,
1970 in Columbia; s. Harry and Karen
Rutherford; g. Howard Univ., B.A., 1992;
Univ. of S.C., J.D., 1996; m. Naida Harris,
2 children, J. Todd II “Ty” and Tripp Ben-
jamin; Legis. Asst., Congressman Robin
Tallon, 1992–93; Owner, 3 Tech Integrated
Systems, 1993; Asst. Solicitor/Special Prosecutor of Narcotic
and Drug Cases, Fifth Solicitor’s Off., 1996–98; The Ruther-
ford Law Firm, LLC, 1998–; Minority Leader, 2013–; Owner:
803 Trucking, LLC; WasteSouth, LLC; T.I.S. Consulting & Auto;
Natl. Bd. mem., NAACP Special Contributions Fund; Bd.
mem., Brookland Baptist Church; Comm. Credit Union;
mem., S.C. Bar Assn.; prev. serv. in House 1999–13.
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RYHAL, Michael Q. “Mike” [R]—(Dist.
No. 56, Horry Co.)—Businessman; resid-
ing at 8328 Juxa Dr., Myrtle Beach; b.Oct. 1,
1957 in Sharon, Pa.; s. Carl Q. and Mary
Anne Ryhal; g. Geneva Coll., B.S., 1993;
1992 m. Carrie J., 3 children, Kaitlyn,
Kristin, and Michaela; Dir. of Industrial
Relations, First Energy, 1997–01; Dir. of
Operations JCP & L, First Energy, 2001–05;

Conway Chamber of Commerce, 2007–; Carolina Forest
Rotary Club, 2012–; Christ Community Church; prev. serv. in
House 2013.

SABB, Ronnie A. [D]—(Dist. No. 101,
Clarendon-Wil liams burgCos.)—Atty.; resid-
ing in Wil liamsburg Co.; b. Sept. 2, 1958 in
Greeley ville; s. John Earl and Annie Ree
Sabb Gamble; g.Voorhees Coll., B.S., 1980;
Univ. of Flor ida, 1987; widower, 1 child,
Whitney A.; Asst. Solicitor, 1990–10; Gen.
Counsel, Santee Electric Cooperative, 1997–;
Bd. of Govs., Assn. of Justice, 2005–12; Bd.

of Govs., S.C. Bar, 2007–10; Voorhees Coll. Hall of Fame, 2008;
Jud. Com., 2014–; Deacon, Good Hope Baptist Church; prev.
serv. in House 2011–13.

SANDIFER, Bill [R]—(Dist. No. 2, Oconee-
Pickens Cos.)—Bus i ness man; residing at
112 Cardinal Dr., Seneca; b. Feb. 21, 1945
in Aiken; s. the late William Edward, Jr.
and the late Frances Harley Sandifer;
g. Cincinnati Coll. of Mor tu ary Science,
1965; Nov. 6, 1981 m. Sandra Prater, 4 chil-
dren, Wes, Lori, Will, and Jennifer; Pres.:
S.C. Funeral Dirs. Assn., 1987; S.C. State

Bd. of Funeral Serv., 1983; Seneca Chamber of Commerce,
1978; Chm., Bd. of Dirs.: Oconee Memorial Hosp., 1986–88;
Fort Hill Natural Gas Authority, 1994; Champion of Housing
Award, S.C. Home Builders, 1996–97; Hammer and Trowel
Award by Home Builders Assn. of S.C., 1998; Natl. Rep. Leg-
islator of the Year, 2000; Bd. of Dirs., Seneca Natl. Bank; Leg-
islator of the Year, S.C. Funeral Dirs. Assn., 2000; Legislator of
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the Year, S.C. Cemetery Assn., 2002; Legis. Leadership Award,
S.C. Tel. Assn., 2002; S.C. Guardian of Small Bus. Award, Natl.
Fed. of Independent Bus., 2002; Asst. Majority Leader,
2002–04; Legislator of the Year, S.C. Realtors Assn., 2002;
Legis. Award by Amer. Legion, Dept. of S.C., 2003; Hall of
Fame Award, Seneca Chamber of Commerce, 2004; 2003 Dis-
tinguished Serv. Award, Home Builders Assn. of Greenville;
Special Legis. Award, S.C. Funeral Dirs. Assn., for highest off.
held by a mem. of the Assn.; Legislator of the Year, Manufac-
tured Housing Inst. of S.C., 2009; Champion of Health Care,
S.C. Med. Assn.; “Peas & Carrots” Award by Citizens for Sound
Conservation for “Improving our Environmental & Economical
Quality of Life”, 2009, 2012; Legislator of the Year, S.C. Cable
Assn., 2010; inducted into the S.C. Homebuilder’s Hall of
Fame, 2011; VC, Energy & Environmental Com., Southern
Legis. Conf., 2012; mil. serv.: SCARNG, 20 years, retired Maj.;
prev. serv. in House 1995–13.

SELLERS, Bakari T. [D]—(Dist. No. 90,
Bamberg-Barnwell-Colleton Cos.)—Atty.;
residing at 4231 Voorhees Rd., Denmark;
b.Sept. 18, 1984; s.Dr. Cleve land and Gwen-
 dolyn Sellers; g. More house Coll., B.A.,
2005; Univ. of S.C. Law School, J.D., 2008;
single; Congressional Intern with Congress -
man Jim Clyburn, 2003; Mayoral Intern
with Mayor Shirley Franklin, 2004; mem.,
Morehouse Coll. Bd. of Trustees, 2004–05; Student Govt.
Assn., Pres., Morehouse Coll., 2004–05; mem., Obama for
America, S.C. Steering Com., 2007–08; mem., St. Philip’s Epis-
copal Church; prev. serv. in House 2007–13.

SIMRILL, J. Gary [R]—(Dist. No. 46,
YorkCo.)—Businessman; residing at 1515
Alex ander Rd., Rock Hill; b. May 29, 1966
in Rock Hill; s. the late T. Hugh, Jr. and
Diane Belk Simrill; g.Winthrop Univ., B.S.,
1991; Dec. 4, 1993 m.Mary Ruth Dobson,
3 children, Mallory Graham, Sarah Kate,
and Joseph Dozier; first Rep. elected from
Rock Hill; Chamber of Commerce; Kiwanis
Intl.; Distinguished Serv. Award, S.C. Chap. of Natl. Fed. of
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the Blind; Who’s Who in Amer. Politics; Who’s Who in the
South and Southwest; mem., Westminster Presbyterian
Church; prev. serv. in House 1993–13.

SKELTON, B. R. [R]—(Dist. No. 3, Pickens
Co.)—Arbitrator/Mediator; Residential Con-
 tractor, Real Estate Broker; Pro fessor
Emeritus of Economics, Clemson Univ.;
residing at 2962 Walhalla Hwy., Six Mile;
b. Jan. 21, 1933 in Westminster; s.B. C. and
Hattie Tallulah Vaughan Skelton; g. Clem-
son Univ., B.S., 1956, M.S., 1958; Duke Univ.,
Ph.D., 1964; Oct. 27, 1990 m. Vickie Lynn

Roach, 4 children, Ginger, Dana, Will, and John; mem.: Clem-
son City Council, 1971–74; Accommodations Tax Sub com.,
1984–88; Pickens Co. Planning Comm., 1980’s; Pickens Co.
Econ. Dev. Alliance, 1996–02; Pickens Co. Transportation “C”
Fund Comm., Chm., 1995–02; mem., Natl. Academy of Arbi-
trators, 1982–; 2001 S.C. Ambassador for Econ. Dev.; former
mem., Educ. & Public Works Com., 2003–10; Higher Educ.
Subcom., 2005–10; Property Tax Subcom.; appointee to Educ.
Com. of the SLC; appointee to Transportation Com. of
NCSL; Property Tax Study Com., 2005; Aging Study Servs.
Progs. & Facilities Com., 2008–; Lt. Gov.’s Com. on Aging,
2011–; mem., House Ways & Means Com., 2011–; Retirement
System Study Ad Hoc Com., 2011; Ag. Head Salary Com.,
2011–; 2011 Clemson Univ. Bd. of Visitors Legis. Leadership
Award; prev. serv. in House 2003–13.

SMITH, Garry R. [R]—(Dist. No. 27,
GreenvilleCo.)—Businessman; residing at
210 Foxhound Rd., Simpsonville; b.Mar. 4,
1957 in Aiken; s. J. Roland and Peggy
Smith; g. Univ. of S.C.-Aiken, B.A., 1979;
Univ. of S.C., M.P.A., 1983; Aug. 4, 1979
m.Brenda L. Harman, 2 children, Michael
Grady and Dana Michelle; managing part-
ner, Nin Tai Enterprises, LLC, 1995–; part-

ner, Burkhold Smith Planning & Mgmt., 1996–; Pres., Amer.
Soc. of Public Admin., S.C. Chap., 1988–90; Admin., Bamberg
Co., 1988–92; Pres., S.C. Mgrs., Admin. & Supvrs., 1991–92;
City Admin., Simpsonville, 1992–95; Chm., S.C. City and Co.
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Mgmt. Assn. Com. on City Legis. Issues, 1993–94; Chm., Green -
ville Co. Chief Admin. Off. Group, 1995; Pres., Simpsonville
Rotary Club, 1997–98; Pres., Simpsonville United Methodist
Men’s Ministry, 2003, 2013 Chm., Church Council, Simpson-
ville United Methodist Church; prev. serv. in House May 20,
2003–13.

SMITH, George Murrell, Jr. [R]—
(Dist. No. 67, SumterCo.)—Atty.; residing
at 2755 Windmill Dr., Sumter; b. May 15,
1968 in Florence; s. G. Murrell and Jody
Hill Smith; g.Wofford Coll., B.A., 1990; Univ.
of S.C. School of Law, J.D., 1993; Oct. 16,
2004 m.Macaulay White, 2 children, Mary
Brown “Bee” and George Murrell Smith III;
Young Young & Reiter, 1993–98; part-time
Asst. Public Defender, 1995–98; Partner, Lee, Erter, Wilson,
Holler & Smith, LLC, 1998–; owner, Reliable Med. Equipment;
owner, Wild Wing Café; mem.: Jud. Com., 2001–, 1st VC, 2002–04;
Criminal Laws Subcom. Chm., 2005–08; Comm. of Indigent
Defense, 2005–; Sumter Co. Public Defender Corp. Bd., 1998–06,
Chm., 2005–06; mem., S.C. Mil. Base Task Force, 2009–; Wof-
ford Alumni Exec. Com., 2003–05; S.C. Bar Assn.; Sumter Co.
Bar Assn.; Sumter Gallery of Art Bd., 2003–05; Sumter Pal-
metto Rotary Club, 1994–; Wilson Hall Alumni of the Year,
2003; Legislator of the Year, Victim’s Assistance Network,
2005; mem., First Presbyterian Church; prev. serv. in House
2001–13.

SMITH, James Emerson, Jr. [D]—
(Dist. No. 72, Richland Co.)—Atty., Man-
aging Partner, James E. Smith, Jr., P.A.,
Pres./CEO, The Congaree Group, LLC;
residing at 1718 Hollywood Dr., Columbia;
b. Sept. 9, 1967 in Columbia; s. James E., Sr.
and Nina (Nelson) Smith; g. Univ. of S.C.,
B.A., 1990, J.D., 1995; Feb. 9, 1991 m. Mary
Kirkland Thomas, 4 children, James Emer-
son III, Thomas Bridges, Paul Bradford, and Shannon Eliza-
beth; mem.: Trinity Episcopal Cathedral & Church of the
Apostles; mil. serv.: USAR, Jan. 1996–Aug. 1998; SCARNG,
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1998–; active duty OEF Afghanistan, Feb. 2007–May 2008;
prev. serv. in House 1997–13.

SMITH, J. Roland [R]—(Dist. No. 84,
AikenCo.)—Retired Rural Carrier/Minister/
Businessman; residing in Langley; b.Feb. 26,
1933 in Aiken; s. Mae Bel Smith Craig;
g.Universal Bible Inst., Alamo, Tenn., D.D.;
Continuing Educ., Univ. of S.C.-Aiken and
Oral Roberts Univ., Tulsa, Okla.; Mar. 3,
1953 m.Peggy C. Cato, 3 children, Garry R.,
Todd D., and Caroline M.; Comr., Beech

Island Rural Comm. Water Dist., 10 years; Bd. of Educ., Aiken
Co., 6 years, VC, 4 years; former mem.: House Agric. and Nat-
ural Resources Com.; Labor, Commerce & Industry Com.;
Property & Casualty Ins. Subcom.; Labor & Commerce Sub-
com.; mem.: Ways and Means Com.; Econ. Dev.; other Taxes
Subcoms.; Chm., House Ethics Com.; prev. serv. in House
Mar. 7, 1989–13.

SOTTILE, F. Michael “Mike” [R]—
(Dist. No. 112, Charleston Co.)—Indepen-
dent Ins. Agent; residing at 132 Sparrow
Dr., Isle of Palms; b. June 7, 1948 in Rock
Hill; s. Frank J. and Tommie Lee Sottile;
attended Baptist Coll. of Charleston; Sept. 17,
1977 m. Loraine Johnson, 1 child, Amy L.;
Mayor, City of Isle of Palms, 2001–08;
Councilman, City of Isle of Palms, 1990–01;

Bd. mem., Municipal Assn. of S.C., 2004–07; Bd. of Dirs., Inde-
pendent Agents of S.C., 1986–89; Pres., Independent Ins.
Agents of Charleston, 1986; mil. serv.: USAF, 1968–72; prev.
serv. in House 2009–13.

SOUTHARD, Edward L. [R]—(Dist.
No. 100, BerkeleyCo.)—Bus. Owner; resid-
ing at 1511 Dennis Blvd., Moncks Corner;
b.Oct. 1, 1946 in Cornelia, Ga.; s. Don L., Sr.
and Helen B. Southard; June 9, 1967
m. Patricia Pressley Southard, 2 children,
Edward L., Jr. and Jason B.; mem., Berke-
ley Co. Adv. Bd. for Roper Hosp.; Chm.,
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Berkeley Co. Planning & Zoning Com.; Bd. mem., Trident
Workforce; charter mem., Berkeley Co. Land owners’ Assn.;
Agric., Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Com.;
Chm., Subcom. on Regulations; voted Berkeley Co. #1 Legis-
lator by Media, 2012; mil. serv.: SCNG, 1966–71; prev. serv. in
House 2011–13.

SPIRES, Lawrence Kit [R]—(Dist. No. 96,
Lexington Co.)—Pharmacist and Phar-
 macy Owner; residing at 833 Forts Pond
Trail, Pelion; b. Feb. 21, 1954 in Colum bia;
s. Lucoe and the late Cornelia Spires; 2
children, Kevin and Kristina; g. Univ. of
S.C., Coll. of Pharmacy, B.S., 1976; Mayor
Pro Tempore, Town of Pelion, 1999–03;
Pelion Town Council, 1999–03; Lexington
Med. Center, Bd. of Trustees, 1987–97; House Med., Mil., Pub-
lic and Municipal Affairs Com., 2006–08; 3M Com., VC, 2013;
Rules Com., 2008–; prev. serv. in House 2007–13.

STAVRINAKIS, Leonidas Emmanuel
“Leon” [D]—(Dist. No. 119, Charles ton
Co.)—Atty.; residing in Charleston; b. in
Charles ton; g. Coll. of Charleston, B.A.,
1988; Univ. of S.C. School of Law, J.D., 1992;
Chm., Charles  ton Co. Council, 2005–06;
Co. Council, 1999–06; Asst. Solicitor, 9th
Circuit, 1993–96; prev. serv. in House
2007–13.

STRINGER, Tommy Max [R]—(Dist.
No. 18, Greenville Co.)—Pres., Stringer
Resource Group; residing at 4040 Hwy.
414, Landrum; b. in Greer; g. Bob Jones
Univ., B.S., 1989; Trustee, Coastal Carolina
Univ., 2006–08; Academic Affairs Com.,
2006–07; Fin. Com., 2007–08, Bd. Secy.,
2007–08; Chm., Audit Com., 2007–08; Univ.
Center of Greenville Bd., 2010–; prev. serv.
in House 2009–13.
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